counties of Druce's Comltal Flora, though a few less common
have also been put in because pf some special interest. With
one or two exceptions the illustrations are original and have
ten drawn by the author specially for this book.

Again neither grasses nor orchids have been included in the
book. Jt is hoped to deal with the grasses in a separate volume,
and the more widely distributed orchids will find a place in the
next book of this series, Less Common Wild Flowers.

Our wild plants arc indeed a very precioufc possession!, and
grout discrimination should be shown in picking them. Those
in hay*fklds, which will in any case be mown down by the grass-
cutter, and those on rubbish-heaps and waste land, may be
gathered with a clear conscience, but plants growing in other
places should not be taken. Last year the author met a man
descending from a Scottish mountain with a bunch of lovely
C'J Ipbe-flowens (Trollum) in his hand. He had completely stripped
the banks of a stream a little farther up the mountain, and hud
thereby reduced its beauty for other visitors, besides destroying
the chance of natural regeneration by seed for a whole year.

So do not pick the wild flowers!

The author h again indebted to those who have kindly supplied
photographs: These are: Miss D, A, C. Long (Daffodils);
Mr. R. M. Adam (Cowslips, Monkey Flower, Toothwort,
Fuller's Teasel Thrift, Heath Rush, Scotch Bluebell, Snow-
drops, Globe Flower, and Angelica); Mr. H. Bastin (White
Bryony, Wood Anemone, Stitchwort, Wood Sage, Colt's Foot,
Woodruff, Lady's Mantle, Purple Loosestrife, Bugle, Wood
Sanicle, and Enchanter's Nightshade),

COMPETITION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

In order to encourage young people to study the book and
become thoroughly acquainted with the subject, the author has
deliberately made a mistake in one of the drawings. The
drawing does not tally with the description, the latter being
correct. Of course it does not follow that he has avoided making
other errors, though only this one is intentional, and one which
would probably lose several marks if made in an examination
paper*

With the consent of the publishers, a prfoe is offered to the
reader who detects this mistake and whose letter is opened first
by the author at the address given on p. x, Only those who are
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